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Advertiſement. | 
JT A zhzis. ſhort Diſcourſe, I have 
endeavour'd to bring the noble 
Argument, that can employ tha 
Mind of Man, within a ſmall Com 
paſs ; and yet to ſet it in a clea 
Ligbt. Nor fhall I make any othe 
Apology for the Publication of it 
but only that I hope it may be 0 
good Oe, at leaſt to ſuch as wan 
Money to buy, or Leaſure to rea 
— Volumes upon the ſame Sub 
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8g good. 


\ T the twelfth Verſe of this Chapter, 
the Apoltle lays down certain Rules 
_ of. Chriſtian Piety, in diſtin& Sen- | 
tences; having no Occaſion to con- | 


\ 


nect them one with the other. Of theſe Sen- 
rences my Text is one of very great Con- 
cern to us all (as we ſhall preſently ſee) and \ 
therefore caretully to be look'd into, | 
, -. Prove. all Things, ſays the Text: . oF 
which Expreſſion we are not to include the _ 
Affairs and Buſineſs 1 this World. * M 
5 2 | Tho, 3 


F 
tho', in Prudence, a Man ought to make ſome 
Proof even of ſuch Things as theſe, before he 
engages himſelf in them; yer theſe are not the 
Things of which St. Paul is here ſpeaking, 
but only of the Things of Religion; the 
Things upon which our eternal Salvation de- 
pends: Theſe are the Things which he directs 
us to try, examine, and prove. 

Again; Hold faſt that which is good, ſays 
the Apoſtle. By that which is good he means 
only that which is agreeable and conformable 
to the Will of God, which, in Matters of 

Religion, is the only Rule of good tous. To 
the lame Purpoſe he ſpeaks, Rom. xii. 2. 
where he directs us to prove what is that good 

aud acceptable, and perfect Will of God. Alſo 

Eph. v. 8. Walk, as Children of Light, pro- 
ving what is Acceptable to the Lord, and ver. 17. 
Be ye not unwiſe, but underſtanding what the 
Will of the Lord is. 

From the Text, thus explained, theſe two 

Propoſitions moſt-evidently ariſe. © 


Firſt, Thar it is the Duty of every Man to ih 
ſearch, examine, and inquire into Matters of 


Religion, until ſuch Time as he finds it 
proved, to the Satisfaction of his Conſcience, 
what the Will of God is, which he ftands 
obliged to perform and fulfill. 


Secondly, That when he is convinced what 


the Will of God is, he ought to hold faſt to 

it, and by no Means to depart from it. 
' Prove all Things: Hold faſt that which y 
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good; That is to ſay, that which is agreeable 


to the Will of God. 


» . 


- Firſt then, It is the Duty of eyery Man 


7 


to ſearch, examine, and inquire into Mat- 


ters of Religion, until ſuch Time as he finds 
it proved, to the Satisfaction of his Conſcience, 


what the Wilh of God is, which he ſtands 


[| obliged to perform and fulfil. And that this is 
ſo, there will need no other Argument to prove 
but this alone, that it is God's Command to 


every Man thus to do. Which will manifeſtly 
appear both from Reaſon and Holy Scripture. 


Firſt, From Reaſon. Man is a rational Crea- 
ture, endowed with Underſtanding, whereby 


we are enabled to, diftinguiſh between good and 
evil, that we may approve and chooſe the one, 
and reject and diſapprove the other. As then St. 


Paul puts this Queſtion, ho maketh thee to differ 
from another? And what haſt thou that thou didſt 
not receive? That is to ſay, from the Hand 


of God: 1 Cor. iv. 7. So let us in like man- 
ner demand from our ſelves, who made us to 
differ from the Beaſts that periſh } Who 
breathed into Man's Noſtrils the Breath of Life, 
whereby Man is become a living Soul? Gen. ii. 


7. Who is it that has given us Reaſon and 


Underſtanding, whereby we are more diſtin- 
guiſhed from Brute Animals than byfour bodily 
Shape? Is not all this owing intirely to the 


good Will and Pleaſure of our greatCreator? 


For what End and Purpoſe then has God 
made us rational Creatures? Is it only that 
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- (6) 9 
ve ſhould employ our Reaſon about the ſhore 
and tranſitory Things of this World, and 
that we ſhould ſtruggle: and contend with one 
another about them? Has not he made us ca- 
ee of looking uß to him that created us? Of 
onouring, adoring, E ing him, 
and of enquiring into his holy Will? And is 
not this a plain Command, fighifted to us by 
our own Keaſon, that we ſhould accordingly 
ſo do? In a Word, that Man muſt wholl 
lay aſide his Reaſon, who does not think it his 
Duty to employ it in inquiring after the Will 
of God, to the intent that he may perform it; 
wherein all Religion intirely conſiſts. 
And therefore St. Paul pronounces the 
Heathen World to be without Excnſe ; becanſs 
that when they knew God, they glorified him not 
4 Cod. They had ſome competent Know- 
ledge of God even by their own natural Rea» 
fon 1 Becauſe (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) That 
which may be made known of God was mani 
feſled in them: For God had ſhewed it unto 
them, For the inviſible Things of him, from the 
Creation of the World, are clearly ſben, bein 
underſsood by the Things that are made, even his 
eternal Power and Godhead, Rom. I. 19, 120. 
But the Heathens did not improve this Knows 
ledge, as they ought to have done, to the Glo» 
ry of God. They did not carefully enquire 
after the Will of God; in which ſober Reaſon 
would have guided them a great Way ; bt be» 


tame vain in their [maginations, and their fooliſh 
ſ Heart 
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uu u darkped + As it immediately fol- 


| lows. 


Thus we may ſee that Reaſon, of itſelf, 


| feaches it to be God's Command that we ſhould 
# diligently enquire after his Will: And the 
fame thing is alſo enforced upon us by the Holy 
| Scriptures, What can be more plain to this 
purpoſe than the Words of my Text? Prove 
all things; hold faſt that which is good, Thus 
| alſo ſpeaks St. John, 1 Joh. 4. 1. Beloved, 
believe not every Spirit; but try the Spirits whe- 
ther they are of God ; becauſe many 
are gone out into the World, An 
the Church, of Epheſus is commended for trying 
| them which ſaid they were Apoſtles aud were not; 
and finding them Lyars, Rev. 2. 2. Search the 
| Scriptures : For in them ye think ye have eternal 
| Life y ſays Chriſt, 2 7. 39. And the Be- 
0 


falſe Prophets 
accordingly 


reant are approved of for not taking their Re» 


ligion blindly upon truſt, but ſearching the 


Scriptures daily whether thoſe things were ſ0, 


Act. 19, 11. Our Bleſſed Saviour puts all 


Men upon judging for themſelves (Whieh al- 


ways preſuppoſes a proper Enquiry) Tea au 
| why even of your ſelves judge ye not What is 


| right Lu 


„I. 57. And, to add no more 
Proofs from Seriptare in ſo plain a Caſe, St, 
Peter directs all Chriſtians to be ready always 


| 20 * an Anſiver to every Man that ashgth them 
- 
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eaſon of the Hlepe that it in them, 1 Per, 3. 
hich it is impoſſible for any Man to do, 

except he firſt makes 2 Enquiry — 
| N 


(8) 
Will of God, and the Truth of Reli. 
ion. „ 
Having thus 1 both from Reaſon and 
Scripture, laid this great and fundamental Com- 
mand of God before you, that we ought, e- 
very one of us, to ſearch and enquire what 
his Will is; as a faithful Servant ought to do 
into that of his Maſter; let me add this ones 
Conſideration, that our Obedience to this Com- 
mand is of the greateſt Moment and Importance 
to eich of us, that any thing can poſſibly be. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour obſerves that when a 
Man intends to build a Tower * down fir ſt 
and counts the Coſt, whether he have ſufficient 
ro finiſh it, Luk. 14.28, Or if 4 King goes 
to makg War apainſi another King be fir(t con- 
ſultoth whether he be able to ment him in the 
Field, v. 31. Indeed in all Matters of great 
Conſequence, a Man of common Prudence 
will not fail to conſider beforehand what is 
moſt proper to be done; leſt, when it 1s too 
late, he ſhould find himſelf diſappointed in 
his ExpeRation, and perhaps very much dam» 
niſied. Now what can poſſibly be of great- 
er Conſequence, Moment, or Importance to 
us all than to know the Will of God Up- 
on the due Performance of which the Peace 
of our Conſciences here, and our eternal Hap» 
pineſs hereafter intirely depend. If then, in 
the momentary Affairs and Buſineſs of this 
World, we think our ſelves obliged to make 
the beſt Uſe of our Reaſon and Underſtand- 


* 
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(9) 
ag, that we may not be deceived to our Da- 
mage or Prejudice; certainly much more ought 


Ve ſo to do, when that which, of all things, 


is or ought to be moſt valuable to us, is in dan- 


ger of being loſt by our Neglect. 


But here ir is objected, that to make a full 


Enquiry into Religion, with the Grounds and 
Reaſons of each Part of it, wherein the Will 


of God, with regard to us, is contained, is a 
Thing of great Difficulty, and not to be un- 
dertaken by any but a 
| ſince upon this ſingle Conſideration the gene- 
| rality of the Church of Rome are perſwaded 


| to make no * at all into Religion, but 
to take it on Trult 


an of Learning: And 


from their Church, or 
rather, moſt of them upon the Credit of their 


Prieſts; I think a clear and full Anſwer ought 


to be given to this Objection. 
Let us then for the preſent ſuppoſe it to be 
very Difficult to make an enquiry into Reli- 
jon: Is this a ſufficient Reaſon for our not 
oing it, when God has commanded it? It is 
difficult for us, who carry Fleſh and Blood 


about us, to keep our Paſſions in Subjection to 


Reaſonand — and to mortify and ſubs 
due all our evi 


Conſcience: And yet if God, in his Provi- 
dence, . ſhould call us to this, there is no ſin- 


Inclinations ; and yet there is 
no ſober Man who does not own this to be- 
his Duty, More difficult it would be to ex- 
| poſe our ſelves to Perſecution, and even to 
eath, for the Sake of Religion and a good 
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| ( 10 ) 
cere Chriſtian who will not acknowledge that 
he ought willingly to ſubmit to it. Difficulty 
then 18 no juſt Excuſe for our not obeying 
any Command of God; as | have ſhewnitto 
be that every Man ſhould make diligent En- 
uiry into his Will, or into Matters of Re- 
ligion, wherein it is contained, 
But (at once to take off the whole Force of 
this Objection) it is very plain that afull and 
ſatisfactory Enquiry into Religion, as far as we 
are concerned to know it, is ſo far from being 
aifficnlt, that it is very eaſy to be made by 
every one, even of a mean Capacity, who 
with moderate, Diligence and Attention will ſet 
himſelf to it. And becauſe this is a Point of 
the higheſt Importance, | ſhall crave your Pa- 
_ whilſt I briefly ſet it in a full and clear 
Light, fo 
he only End and Deſign of God, in mak- 
ing Religion known to Mankind, is that we 
might live holily here, and be eternally happy 
hereafter, This is the Hill of God, even your We 
Santtification, 1 Theſſ. iv. 3. and The Goſpel of I 
Chriſt is the Power of God unte Salvation, 
Rom. i, 16. Whatever Doctrines then are 
| advanced by any Men, under the Pretence of 
Religion; if they have no Tendency toward 
making us holy in this Life, or nappy in that 
which is to come; Religion * y ſpeak- 
ing) is not at all concerned in them; nor is any 
Man obliged to enquire into the Truth of 
them. Flee youthful Lnſls ; but _ after 
. te- 
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Kigbteouſueſi, Faith, Charity, Peace, with 
| them that call ou the Lord ont of apure Heart, 
| ſays St. ani: And all ſuch Queſtions as have 
no Tendency hereuntoz he brands with the 
Name of fooliſh and unlearned, and direts us 
to avoid them, knowing that they do gender 
4 * 2 Tim. ii. 22, 2.3: * 


urn over that vaſt Multitude of great and 


| ſmall Volumes of controverſial Divinity (as 
it is called) with which learned Men have 
| troubled the Chriſtian Church; and you will 
find them full frought with barren Speculations, 
| Gtrifes of Mord, (1 Tim. 6. 4.) which mis 
| wiſer 7 rather than godly Edifying which 
is in 

| Apoſtle directs us wot to give Heed, 1 Tim. i. 4. 
Iheſe are the Things which ſeem to perplex 
Religion, and to make it difficult to know 
what the Will of the Lord is, (Eph. f. 17.) 
| Bur if we lay them all at once aſide, as St. 
Paul directs us; we may plainly ſee that all the 
| Knowledge of Religion that is neceſſary to 
make us holy, and, in Conſequence thereof, 
| eternally nappy entirely conſiſts in theſe three 
: Things. ir 

the Being of God; which is the firſt Principle. 


aith; To which Sort of Things the 


i 


that we be fully perſwaded of 


and Foundation of all Religion: Secondly 


that we be convinced of the Truth of that 
| Religion which was taught by Jeſus Chriſt” 
and his Apoſtles z without which we cannot be 
Chriſtians: And thirdly, that we be rightly. 


informed what it is which God requires from 


i 


up 


0 
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us, according to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 


in order to our Salvation, This is Life eternal 
that they might know thee the only true God, and 
Yor Cbyi whons thow haſt ſent, Joh. xvii, 3. 
ethat is ſufficiently inſtruRed in theſe three 
Things, and leads his Life according to them, 
can want no Knowledge that is neceſſary to 
make him a good Chriſtian, and to bring him 
to eternal Salvation, And all this Knowledge 
may eaſily be attained unto by every Man of 2 
common Capacity, who will but alittle ſeek 
after it, Seek, and ye ſhall find, ſays Chriſt, 
Mat. vii. 7. But if a Man will not beat a lit» 
tle Trouble in fehlung; how is it poſſible for 
him to find what he would have? 


Firſt then, it is eaſy for ſuch a Man to arrive. 
at a full Perſwaſion touching the Being of 


God. And indeed it is hard to ſuppoſe that 
any Man can look about him, or make the 


leaſt Obſervation on the Structure of the whole 
World, and the many Sorts of Creatures con- 
tained in it, without being fully convinced of 


this great Truth, 


lock, which points out the Hour of the Da 


nd Night to him And che will readily tell 


you it was made by ſome Clo. K maler; and 


that if there had not been ſuch an Avri/ both to 
contriveand frame it, there never could have 


been any ſ uch Thing a8 a Clock, ; 
L 
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Alt the moſt ignorant Man, who has not 
yu loſt his Reaſon, who it was that made the 


Z our __ 
| Lethim, inlike Manner, ask himſelf, who 
made the whole Univerſe, and every Thing 
therein * Who made the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
to mark out for us the Day for Labour, the 
Night for Reſt, and the ſeveral Seaſons of the 
| Year, for Tilling of the Ground and ſaving the 
© Fruits ot it? Who gave the Earth Power to 
{| bring forth Graſs, Herbs and Trees for the uſe 
| both of Man and Beaſt? Who placed the Earth 
tt ſuch an exat Diſtance from the Sun, as to be 
| cheriſhed by its Heat, and yet not burnt up by 
it / Who gives to all living Creatures power to 
* receive the Nouriſhmenrt fitted for them, and 
| to propagate their Kind, that the Earth may nor 
be laid waſte and made deſolate? Who gives 
16 © unto Man arational Soul, and endows him with 
p my Faculties, whereby to make uſe of the 
' Creatures put within his Power for his Support 
and Comfort ? And laſtly, Who is it that, 
' for ſo many thouſand Years, has kept, and ill 
does keep all theſe Things in that exact Order 
| wherein they have ſo long continued? Man 
| more mou Queſtions might be added to theſe x 
ot But it a Man ſeriouſly puts theſealone to himſelf 
he (which one of a mean Capacity may eaſily do) 
ay Þ his own Reaſon muſt preſently convince him 
tell that if ſo poor a Thing as a Clock, or any other 
and Engine, could not be without an Arti, to 
to conirive and faſhion it; much leis eould there 
ave be ſo glorious a Structure as the whole Uni» 
verſe (in every Part of which there is ſo 
much Art and Contrivance) if there were 
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not a moſt wiſe and powerful God to frame 
it, and put it in that Order wherein we find 
it, The Heaven declare the — of Cod] aud 
the Firmament ſheweth hit handy Work : Plal, 
t6, l. And the inviſible Things of him, from I cor 
the Creation of the World, are clearly ſen, being for 

even his ve 


under ſl od by the Things that are Wh 
eternal Power and Godhead, Rom. I. 216, Sl 
Secondly, It k caly for a Man of a mean G 
Capacity, with a little arrentive En * to ſpe 
| 


beeome well cenvineed of the Trut he not 
Chriſtian Religion, Go 
The maſt illiterate Man who eonverſes at ® „ 


all amang his Neighbours, either does, or and 
eaſily may, upon very good Grounds, believe of 
many Things that are recorded in the Hi» fait! 
ſtories of paſt Times, Who (for Example) I gav 
has the leaſt Doubt but that there were ſuch | of 
Perſons as King Henry the Eighth, * cou 
 flizabeth, King Charles the Firſt, and o- Tei 
thers, who ſate upon the Throne of England? man 
'Theſe Things are notorious, and no Man is witl 
ſo mad as to contradict them. Now whatis WI 
or can be more notorious in all HiRory than | Ape 
the Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt and his A» | ot 
oſtles ! They healed Mulitudes of ſick moſt 
People with a Word or a Touch; they quir 
gave Sight to the Blind, Hearing tothe Deaf, Is 


and Strength and Agility to the Lame and Mar 
Maimed. Chriſt Jeſus walked upon the Wa- ho 
ter, and ſtilled the Tempeſt by his Command. | 


He fed Multitudes witha very ani 
IN I e 


| 23: 
| of Proviſion, He caſt out Devils, reſtored 
KW the Dead to Life, and roſe himſelf from the 
Dead the third Day after he had been eruel- 
© fied, and his Vitals pierced by a Spear, Me 
C converſed familiarly with his Dllelples for 
| forty Days after his Reſurrectlen ; and then 
© was openly taken up into Heaven in thelr 
Sight; and ſeen after by ſending the Holy 
; © Ghoſt upen them, he gave them Ability ta 
; © ſpeak all Language , without which it had 
ible for them to preach the 


net been pellib 
be” to all Nations, | 
| Alltheſe Things, 1fay, are moſt notorious, 
and tranſmitred down ta us in the Hiſtory 
of the New»Tiſftament, by a Multitude of ay 
| faithful and unexceptionable Witneſſes as ever 
gave, or could give Teſtimony to the Truth 
of any Fact whatſoever: Witneſſes who 
could not hope to gain any Thing oy their 
| Teſtimony, if it were falſe; and ſuffered all 
manner ot Perſecution, and even Death ir (elf 
with exquiſite Torments for adhering to it: 
Which is known to have been the Caſe of the 
Apoſtles, and very many of the firſt Diſciples 
| of our Bleſſed Saviour: Of all which it is 
| moſt _ for every Man with a little En- 
quiry, fully to inform himſelf. = 
Ils not this then enough to convince any 
Man, who will but think of ir, that they 
who were enabled to work ſo very many 
Miracles tor the Confirmation of the Doc» 
trine which they taught, had moſt _— 
£ their 


extricable Labyrinth. But the direct Way tc 


E 
their Power and Authority from Ged'? And 
conſequently that the Religion, which way 
taught by] eſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is the 
true Religion | Our bleſſed Saviour ook roll 
the miraculous Works: ſo often done by him, 
Though ye believe not me (ſays he) believe be 
Works ; that ye may know and believe that thi 
Father it in me, and I in him, Joh, 10.38, | 
And if to this we add that the Chriſtian Ne- 

ligion, in every Part of it, is moſt pure and 
holy, and agreeable to the Nature and Attri 
butes of God (which is manifeſtly the Caſe 


and will ſufficiently appear from the ſhort 8 
Draught of it which, by and by, I ſhall have 5, 
occaſion to make) it will much ſtrengthen qe, 
the Argument, beyond any Pretenc: of 20 ev. 
Anſwer, . | thi 
Thirdly, It is eaſy for a Man of a commom the 
Capacity to get ſufficient Information rouch4Þ 256 


ing all thar God, according to the Goſpel off 
=_ Chriſt, requires from us in order to our 
alvation, = . 

Indeed if he reſolves to perplex his Mine 

with thoſe Niceties and Subtilties, thoſe fool: 

and unlearned Queſtions, which J have ſhewn 

ou St. Paul directs us to avoid, and give u 

heed to; he will ſoon bring himſelf into an in 


Salvation is very plain to be underſtood; anc 
the only Difficulty of it is to unmortified Fle 
and Blood to put it in practice. Hear what St 
Paul ſays touching this Matter, Rom. 10. 8 


The Word d nigh thee, 
= thy Heart; that it the Word 0 
| preach ; That if thou 
| the Lord Feſiuu, and ſhalt believe in thine Heard 


61715 | 
aver in thy Month and in 

aith which wo 
confeſs with thy Month 


th raiſid him from the Dead, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved, Always provided that the 


: Courſe of thy Life be anſwerable to this Be» 
lief; which, o_ Whole Tenor both of the 
— and the C 


oſpel, is ever to be under» 


The ceremonial and judicial Laws of Moſes 


were wy given to the People of //rael (whom 
God ha | 
Society) and are all of them now aboliſhed un- 

| der the Goſpel, Bur God always did, and 
| ever will, require, both from them and all o- 
| ther Nations, that they ſhould ſtrictly obſerve 


united into one civil, as well as ſacred, 


W the Moral Law. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, 


what is good; And what doth the Lord require 
W of thee, but to do juſt , and to love Mercy, and 
te wall humbly wit th 


God? Says the Prophet 
Micah ; Chap. 6.8. Let us hear the Concluſion 
of the whole Matter: Fear God, and keep his 
Commandments : For this is the whole Duty of 
Man; ſays Solomon, Eccl. 12. 13. I every 
Nation, he that feareth God and worketh Righ- 
2 is accepted with him; ſays St. Peter, 
10. 37. „ 
St. Paul repreſents the Sum and Subſtance 
of all that is neceſſary to Salvation, in theſe 
few and plain Words: The Grace of Cod, that 
vringeth Salvation, bath appeared. to all Men: 
5 . Teaching 


| 


| Teaching us that, denying Ungoalineſi and world. 


great Go 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
from all Iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a pecu- 


44 believe in one God, the Father, the Son, 


4 patient, temperate and chaſt in the whole 


6 
Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteonſly, and 
8.4 is this —— World "Ons 2 


bleſſed Hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
4 and our 3 5a Chrit 3 Hho 


liar People zealous of good Works, Tit. 2.11. 
Certainly God, who is infinitely Wiſe and 
Good, * given the Bleſſing of Religion to 
us his Servants, not to puzzle or perplex us, 
but to guide and direct us in the Performance 
of our Duty; if we will but give due Atten= 
tion to it. F 
The whole Chriſtian Religion is manifeſtly MW 
comprehended under theſe few Heads. To 


& andthe Holy Ghoſt ; in whoſe name Chrift 
« has commanded all who come into his 
& Church to be baptized, To love God a» 
„ bove all Things; and to ſhew our love of Mt 
„ him, by keeping all bis Commandments. 
£ To ſhew Love and good Will to all Man- 
„kind, Friends, Strangers, and even Ene- 
& mies, as far as we have Ability and Oppor- 
ce tunity for it. To be juſt and rrue, ſober, 


& Courſe of our Lives. To put our Truſt 

« in God's Mercy, through the Death and 

& Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Pardon 

© of our Sins, upon our true Repentance. 

«< Often to commemorate the Death and, ' 
. 4 fPaſſio 


* — 
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| (6 - hr of that Bread and drinking of that 
4 Cup, which he has appointed for that Pur- 
„ poſe. To live peareably, quietly; and 
„ conrentedly amongſt our Neighbours, and 
V obediently and ſubmiſſively to our —_ 
g riours. To ſanctify the Lord's Day. To 


. worſhip God both publickly and privately, 


d and conſtantly to pray to him for the Grace 
o and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, to enable 
3, us to perform every Part ot. our Duty: And, 
re in the Performance of all this, to hope for a 


a- e bleſfed Reſurrection and eternal Salvation; 


not for any Merits of our own, but through 
* the Mercy of God, and the Mediation ot 
Jeſus Chriſt our Bleffed Saviour and Re- 
s deemer. 


nixed falſe or, at beſt, unneceſſary Doctrines 


| a» Pvith their Religion: But this, which I have 
of now recounted, is the Sum and Subſtance of 
nts. Nhe whole Chriſtian Religion: And what is 
lan- {here in it all, that may not eaſily be known by 


very one who will but a little enquire into it? 
Indeed J may almoſt ask, what Man is there, 
Frho converſes among Chriſtians, that does not 
now all this already? (Excepting ſuch as, by 
hutting up the Eyes of their Underſtanding, 
ave made themſelves wilfully blind) Altho” 
erhaps one who is illiterate may not be able 
ell to expreſs the Senſe which he has of 
Well therefore may I conclude that it — 
ea 


' « Paſion of Chriſt, who dyed for our Sine, 


Too many there are and have been, Who have 


( 20 ) 


+ 4 for a Man of a common Capacity to ger 
ſufficient Information touching all that God 
requires from us, under the Goſpel, in order 


+ 


to our eternal Salvation. 


It is indeed the Duty of every Man, ac 


cording to his Ability, to improve his Notion 
of Religion, and to grow in the Knowledge o 
=— riſt, as St. Peter directs; 2 Pet. 3. 18 

hat, if poſſible, he may be qualified, by /ounq# 
Doctrine, both to exhort and to convince the Gain 
But a little Knowledge, if 
2 Man can get no more, and conſctenciouſl 

puts in practice what he knows, may be (uit 
_ cient (through the Mercy of God) to bring 


ſayers, Tit. 1.9. 


him to Salvation. | 


Having thus ſufficiently cleared up my fir 
Propofition, and ſhewn it to be the Duty q; 
every Man to make the beſt Enquiry he ca 
into Religion and the Will of God; as ali 


how eaſy this Task is, even to a Man of a me: 
Capacity, if he honeſtly ſers himſelt to it: 
ſhall have occaſion to ſay bur little touching m 
ſecond Propoſition, which was 
That when a Man is convinced what t 
Will of God is, he ought to hold faſt to it, a 
by no means to depart from it. ns 
This is a Truth univerſally acknowledge 
by all Men who own the Being of God : A 


therefore needs no farther Proof. God is of, 
Creator; our ſupreme Lord and Maſter. E 


His Will alone we muſt ſtand or fall to all Ete 
nity. As. therefore it is our Duty to enqu 
a 


* 

tv : 
1 
7 
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| ( 2x ) 
reiter it; ſo is it both our Duty and Intereft, 
Uo: when we have found it, to be obedient to it, 
ind upon no account to depart from it. Let 
as hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith, without 
| wavering, For he is faithful that promiſed, 


lays St. Paul, Heb. 10. 23. And we ought 
vo obey God rather than Men; ſay the Apoſtles, 
Acts 5. 29. And ſo will every other Manſay; 
n although too many there are, who do not prac- 
my tile accordingly. i 
> 1 Ler us now ſee what Uſe we ought to make 
of the Doctrine which J have thus eſtabliſhed 


* 


ifi from my Text, ' 

ung Firſt then, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe Men, 
. & who are careful to enquire into every other 
fir thing that coneerns them, and yet never make 
Y ÞWany Enquiry at all into the Truth of their Re- 
tligzon 7 : ina ur. 

| Tf a Man be about to make a Bargain, or to 
ranſact any worldly Buſineſs; he commonly 
conſiders whether what he is going to do will 
be for his Benefit; and whether he may do it 
with Safety. But although he owns that his 
eternal Happineſs intirely depends upon the 
Truth of his Religion; yet why he is of that 
Religion which he profeſſes, rather than of 
ledge nomhe, he is able to give no good Reaſon. | 

a One Sort of Men there is, who make it their 
vowed Profeſſion never to ſearch into the 
* , rounds and Reàſons of their Religion. Bur 
U Exc (ſay they) we believe as the Church believes, 
* nd we are ſafe, And if you ask them, how 


they 


— — — — — — — — — — Hſ— — — —— —— — — 


rection, and Aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt: a 


(23 J 
they know that their Church, upon which 
they depend, is the true Church, and that what 
they believe is as the Church believes? To this 
they have no other Anſwer to give, but that 
their Prieſts tell them ſo. 5 
But, in the Affairs of this World, the 
will not rely upon the bare Credit and Autho 
rity of their Prieſts, who they well know may 
be miſtaken; and why then ſhould they do i 
when their eternal Salvation is at Stake? Why 
do not they conſult their own Reaſon, and 
ſtudy the Holy Scriptures, until they are fully 
ſatisfied whether thoſe Things which they 
learn from their Church, or rather from thei 
Prieſts, are agreeable to the Will of God £ No 
They will not do this; but ſuffer themſelves tq 
be charmed and laid to ſleep by the bare Nam 
of the Church, altho' they know not what th 
Church is, and give themſelves no farthe 
Trouble about the Matter. 

The Holy Scriptures are by all Chriſtian 
owned as the Word of God: And in then 
(being faithfully ' traoflated into. many Lanſfſ it 
guages) particularly in thoſe of the New Te 
flamems, the Life, Miracles, Death, Reſurf C 
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plainly ſet forth, together with that Dog 
trine of Salvation which he commanded h 

. Diſciples to teach; and for the doing oF n 
which, he gave them the Gift of the Hah 
ly Ghoſt: And St. Johs expreſſy tells uf wl 


. that Theſe things are written that we mig 


belie 


" ( 23) 
believe that Jeſis is the Chriſt, the Sox of 
God; and that believing we might have Life 
through his Name, Joh. 20. 31. What an In- 
fatuation then is it for any Man, who calls him- 
| ſelf a Chriſtian, to ſuffer himſelf to be kept a 
Stranger to this holy Book? + 
0 Others there are, who, although they have 
ay | fall and free Liberty of ſearching the Scriptures, 
and enquiring into the Grounds and Reaſons of 
Religion, yet grofly neglect to do it. Be read 
always to give an Anſwer to every Man that — 
eth you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in jou; ſays 
he St. Peter: x Pet. 3. 17. But many there are, 
of both Sorts, who ſeek for no other Reaſon 
| why they hope to be ſaved in the Religion 
| which they profeſs, but only that thus they 
have been taught from their Infancy : Which 
© Reaſon may as well be urged by a Turk or an 
the Heathen as by them. | Rs 


© Thave ſhewn it to bea Duty of the greateſt 
ian Importance to every Man, that he ſhould ſearch 
and enquire into Religion and the Grounds of 
it; and alſo that this may be done, with very 
| good Succeſs, by every Man even of a mean 
| Capacity, who will but ſet himſelf to it with 
'the ſame: Care and Attention as he does to his 
worldly Buſineſs. That Man, therefore, who 
neglects ſo to do, is for ever left without any 

ing q manner of Excuſe. 1 
e H Secondly, What ſhall we ſay of thoſe Men, 
ells uf who have indeed a competent Knowledge of 
mi Re- 


briety, Temperance, Modeſty, Chaſtity in Þ 
dur Words and Actions, and every other Chri- 
ſtian Vertue. Of all this none of us can pre- 


(24) 
Religion; but yet do not form their Lives ac 
cording to what they very well know? 
Nothing can be plainer than that God re- 
quires from us all, that we ſhould be zealous of 
good Works, diligent in the Practice of Piety, 
Jultice, Charity, Compaſſion, Truth, So- 


tend to be ignorant; and yet how many are: 
there, who in their Practice are the very Re- 
verſe of ir? Who never ſet themſelves to hold 1 
faſt that which they know is good, and moſt a- 
greeable to the Will of God? as my Text di- © 
rects us all to do. Theſe Men are ſelf- con- 11 
demned, and therefore it is in vain to diſpute fl 
with them. For, as our bleſſed Saviour ſays, C 
If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither 
Will To be perſnaded though one roſe from the pr 
dead, (Luk. 16. 31.) So may we ſay, that if a rs 
Man will not hearken to the Dictates of his at 
own Conſcience, neither will he regard Wharf m 


any other Man ſays to him. ö ft; 
But ſuch Men ought to remember, that . 


Chriſt has expreſly told us that That Servant ot 
. who haew his Lord's Will, and prepared not him or 
ſelf, neither did according to his Will, ſball b C 
beaten with many Stripes, Luk. 12.47. Orth 
they Were wiſe, that they underſtood this; thai he 
they would conſider their latter End / as God, by ha 
Moſess ſays to the People of ä ied Bi 
— | | aſtly 


"i „ 
„ Liaſtly, The Doctrine of my Text may be 
f of great Uſe to us, when Men endeavour to 
perplex our Minds by attempting to perſuade 
3 © usthatdiverſe things are neceſſary to Salvation, 
in which really are not ſo. ; 1 
i & For Example; The Church of Rome with | 
e- great Aſſurance tells us that we cannot be ſaved, 
are! — we receive all thoſe Additions which ſhe 
 e- © (without any Authority but her own) has pre- 
oi fumed to make to the Chriſtian Religion. If 
a- Man be convinced of the Truth of a Doc- 
di- trine, he cannot but give his Aſſent to it: But 
on-if he be not ſo convinced, it is impoſſible he 
ute fliould believe it, whatever he may pretend; and 
5 God requires Impoſlibilities from no Man. 
her My Text directs us that, when we have 
proved all things, we ſhould hold faſt that auhich 
ifaf 75 good, Thar is to ſay, whatever is conform». 
ö able to the Will of God, whatever he has com- 
vhat manded and requires from us (the Sum and Sub- 
| ftance of all which I have but now ſet before 
tha you) all this we ought to hold faſt, and lead 
vani our Lives according to it, withoutbewildring - 
biwÞ ourſelves with thoſe things which are above our: 
u bes Capacity. ns | 
tha The Church of Rome takes very much upon 
tha herſelf, and Men of real or pretended Learning 
d, by have advanced many Opinions of their own :- 
2.29 But God alone, vhs is the ſole Author and 
aſtly Giyer of Salvation, has Power to preſcribe the 
Conditions of it: And if we honeſtly and fin-- 
J cerely 
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eerely perform what God has commanded (alt 
which, I have ſhewn you, it is eaſy for every 
Man to learn) we are ſafe, 7 
The Apoſtles of Chriſt themſelves had no 
Dominion over the — of Chriſtians, 2, Cor. 
1. 24. I have not ſpoken of my ſelf (ſays ſeſus 
Ch 0 but the F. = . Zi _ 
me a Commanament what I ſhould ſay, and what 
1 ſhould ſpeak; and I kyow that his Command- 
ment is Life everlaſting. Whatſoever I ſpeak 
therefore, even as the Father ſaid unto me, ſo 1 
ſpeak, Joh. 12, 49, $0. In like manner, Chriſt 
ſent his Apoſtles to teach Men to obſerve all 
things whatſoever he had commanded them, Matt. 
| 28. 20, The Apoſtles were faithful Stewards 
| of this Truſt committed to them, 1 Cor. 4. 2. 
l Wherever they preached che Goſpel, they kept 
| back nothing that was profitable, Acts 20. 20. 
| but ae, all the Counſel of God, v. 27. Nor 

did they expect that what they taught ſhould 
be received becauſe it was the Doctrine of Paul, 

Apollos, Cephas, or any other Apoſtle, but 

purely and only becauſe it was the Doctrine of 

Eri 1 Cor. 1. 12. For ho is Paul, and 

Tho is Apollos, but Miniſters by whom ye believed ? 
chap. 3. 5. And when once the Apoſtles had 
preached the Goſpel; If they themſelves, or au 

Angel from Heaven ſhould have taught any ether 
thing, as Goſpel, than that which they had pt each. 

td; let him be accurſed; ſays. St. Paul: Gal, 
& 8. Nor have Weng; eitnentick Agcount 
| 0 


— 
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| notoriouſly fai 
made by God; of which they ought to give a 
ſrfficient Account, if they expect that we 
| ſhould believe them. 


( 27 ) 


| of what the Apoſtles taught or.preached,. ex- 
| cept the Holy Scriptures: All this is moſt plains 


If therefore the Romaniſts would have us re- 


ceive their Doctrines of Tranſubſtantiation, 
the Sacrifice of the Maſs, the giving Divine 
Worſhip to the Hoſt, the Communion under 
one Kind alone, the Invocation of Saints, the 
worſhipping of Images and Relicks, Purgato- 
ry, the Pope's Supremacy, and all the reſt of 
their Errors: If (I fay) they would have us 
receive all theſe things as neceſfary to Salvation; 
it is Incumbent on th 

all theſe Doctrines were taught by the Apoſtles; 
and Secondly, That God requires the Belief of 
them from us. Neither ot theſe Points is pre- 
tended to be proved from the Principles of Na- 
tural Reaſon : And therefore if they take upon 
them any other way to prove them, it muſt be 


em to prove, Firſt, That 


either from = Scriptare (in which they moſt 
) or from ſome new Revelation 


1 ſhall conclude with a Repetition of thoſe. 
moſt divine Words ot St. Paul, which I have 
once already mentioned, and ought to be deep- 
ly imprinted 3 the Heart of every Chriſtian: 
Tit, 2. 11. The Grace of God, that bringeth Sal- 
vation, hath appeared to all Men, teaching us 
that, denying Un _ and worldly Luſts, we 
bude l, Sober, Righreouſy, and God in this 

1 preſent 


preſent: World;. Looking for that. bleſſed. Hope, 
aud the glorious appearing of the Great God, and: 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt ;. Who gave himſelf for 
us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 
and perf to himſelf a peculiar People zealous of 
good Yorks. This we are ſure is all good, and 
agreeable to the Will of God. In the Name of 
God then, let us Prove, Approve, hold it faſt, and 
bring forth the Fruit of at in the whole Courſe 
of our Lives, to the Glory of God, and our own 
eternal Salvation, through the ſame our bleſſed 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


1 


